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CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION

SECTION 1770, FOOD SECURITY ACT OF 1985

[As Amended Through Public Law 106–170, Dec. 17, 1999]
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SECTION 1770 OF THE FOOD SECURITY ACT OF 1985

Public Law 99–198, 99 Stat. 1657, Dec. 23, 1985

CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION

SEC. 1770. ø7 U.S.C. 2276¿ (a) In the case of information fur-
nished under a provision of law referred to in subsection (d), nei-
ther the Secretary of Agriculture, any other officer or employee of
the Department of Agriculture or agency thereof, nor any other
person may—

(1) use such information for a purpose other than the de-
velopment or reporting of aggregate data in a manner such
that the identity of the person who supplied such information
is not discernible and is not material to the intended uses of
such information; or

(2) disclose such information to the public, unless such in-
formation has been transformed into a statistical or aggregate
form that does not allow the identification of the person who
supplied particular information.
(b)(1) In carrying out a provision of law referred to in sub-

section (d), no department, agency, officer, or employee of the Fed-
eral Government, other than the Secretary of Agriculture, shall re-
quire a person to furnish a copy of statistical information provided
to the Department of Agriculture.

(2) A copy of such information—
(A) shall be immune from mandatory disclosure of any

type, including legal process; and
(B) shall not, without the consent of such person, be admit-

ted as evidence or used for any purpose in any action, suit, or
other judicial or administrative proceeding.
(c) Any person who shall publish, cause to be published, or oth-

erwise publicly release information collected pursuant to a provi-
sion of law referred to in subsection (d), in any manner or for any
purpose prohibited in section (a), shall be fined not more than
$10,000 or imprisoned for not more than 1 year, or both.

(d) For purposes of this section, a provision of law referred to
in this subsection means—

(1) the first section of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act authorizing
the Secretary of Agriculture to collect and publish statistics of
the grade and staple length of cotton’’, approved March 3, 1927
(7 U.S.C. 471) (commonly referred to as the ‘‘Cotton Statistics
and Estimates Act’’);

(2) the first section of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to provide
for the collection and publication of statistics of tobacco by the
Department of Agriculture’’, approved January 14, 1929 (7
U.S.C. 501);

(3) the first section of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to provide
for the collection and publication of statistics of peanuts by the
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1 The ‘‘or’’ at the end of paragraph (9) should be at the end of paragraph (10).

Department of Agriculture’’, approved June 24, 1936 (7 U.S.C.
951);

(4) section 203(g) of the Agricultural Marketing Act of
1946 (7 U.S.C. 1622(g));

(5) section 526(a) of the Revised Statutes (7 U.S.C.
2204(a));

(6) the Act entitled ‘‘An Act providing for the publication
of statistics relating to spirits of turpentine and resin’’, ap-
proved August 15, 1935 (7 U.S.C. 2248);

(7) section 42 of title 13, United States Code;
(8) section 4 of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to establish the

Department of Commerce and Labor’’, approved February 14,
1903 (15 U.S.C. 1516);

(9) section 2 of the joint resolution entitled ‘‘Joint resolu-
tion relating to the publication of economic and social statistics
for Americans of Spanish origin or descent’’, approved June 16,
1976 (15 U.S.C. 1516a); or 1

(10) section 3(e) of the Forest and Rangeland Renewable
Resources Research Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 1642(e));

(11) section 2 of the Census of Agriculture Act of 1997.
(e) INFORMATION PROVIDED TO SECRETARY OF COMMERCE.—

This section shall not prohibit the release of information under sec-
tion 2(f)(2) of the Census of Agriculture Act of 1997.
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